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To Surpass Even the Buddha: A study on the reconstruction of the

main hall of Soukenji-temple in Azuchijo-castle by Oda Nobunaga
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Abstract : The temple complex was built by Oda Nobunaga in the latter half of the 16th century.
During this time, the main hall of the temple was moved to the castle from the surrounding area,
and the stone symbol of Nobunaga, called Bonsan was enshrined on the second floor of the main hall.
The Soukenji-temple originally belonged to the Shin-gon sect of Buddhism, but was converted to the
Rinzai sect in the middle term of the 17th century. In the middle term of 19th century, Soukenji was
almost completely destroyed by fire; only a few buildings such as the three-storied pagoda and the
Nio-mon gate remained. Using the few remaining historical documents and pictures, and by analyz-
ing the ruins of the main hall, we attempt to provide a reconstruction of Soukenji as it was before
the fire. Data from neighboring Buddhist structures of the same period was also used in the recon-
struction. We defined three stages in the transition of the Soukenji main hall; Stage A, before being
moved to the castle grounds, Stage B, the re-erection by Nobunaga's conversion to the Rinzai sect.

[Keywords] Azuchijo-castle, Soukenji-temple, Main hall, Oda Nobunaga, Stone symbol (Bonsan),
Buddhist halls in medieval age
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