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Decomposition of the Decrease in the Number of Births

since 1960 in Tottori Prefecture
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Abstract [ The purpose of this paper is to clarify the cause about decrease in the number of births of Tottori
Prefecture since 1960, focusing on the demographic structural factors. First, it was observed that the main cause of
decrease in births was converted from fall in proportion of woman in reproductive period into decline in a fertility
rate in 1990. Furthermore, a half of drop in two total fertility rates by cohort and annual since 1980 was accounted
for by rise in never-married women rate. The impact was equal to changing reproductive behavior. And this result
revealed that tempo effect by late marriage was no cause of TFR decreases any more and Tottori prefecture
entered a new lower fertility phase which is low-frequency births. Finally, it is expected that the number of births
in Tottori prefecture decreases more and more by lower fertility, population decline and shrinking reproductive
population.

O Keywords[J Tottori Prefecture, low fertility, population composition, tendency to unmarried, low-frequency
births
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