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Hegel on War : A Critique of Kant’s Perpetual Peace
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Abstract : This paper examines how Hegel's view on war and international relations was built and what he really
meant by it. It also explores philosophical insights Hegel can offer us today on war, which is one of the core issues of
international relations. In Elements of Philosophy of Right He criticized Kant Perpetual Peace and insisted conflicts
between states can be resolved only by war. He even suggested there were some ethical elements in war. Thereafter,
many writers in many ways have criticized him. This paper argues that his view is unexpectedly close to Kant's but
that there is certain differences between them. It then argues that the prototype of his view on war was produced in
“On the Scientific Ways of Treating Natural Law, on its Place in Practical Philosophy” (1802-1803) and based on the
motif of self-sacrifice drawing on Spinoza’s theory of substance. It also discusses that Hegel's realism that Kantian
idea of federation of nations does not guarantee perpetual peace comes form Hegel's theory of struggle of lord and
servant for recognition in “Phenomenology of Mind". It concludes Hegel's view suggests Greco-Christian ethics of
memento mori and self-sacrifice, which certainly offers invaluable insights to us who live in a yet-warring world.

[Keywords] war, perpetual peace, memento mori, self-sacrifice, Hegel, Kant
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