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The Role of the Precautionary Principle in Introducing

the New EU Chemicals Regulation : A Discussion
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Abstract : REACH, a new EU chemicals regulation guided by, in part, the precautionary principle, will significantly
change the regulatory regime on chemicals. This article focuses on the ‘Registration” and “Authorization” in
REACH and discusses the role of the precautionary principle in introducing them, based on the evaluation of the
existing systems from the viewpoint of precaution and the analysis of substantive reasons for changes. Registration
may not have needed large support of the precautionary principle, as the existing system is already precautionary
and its dysfunction would well justify its reform. Precautionary principle may have been indispensable to justify
Authorization, as it strengthens controls on substances of very high concern while the magnitude of their potential
risks was not fully established.
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