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An Economic Statistical Study of the Census of Agriculture and Forestry in

Japan: especially in 2025 and toward 2030 surveys
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Abstract : We have generally optimized questionnaire design and item settings to ensure respondents' understanding
and elicit accurate responses, aiming to compile and publish high-precision statistical tables that reflect administra-
tive needs, in official statistical surveys. We examine core agricultural survey items such as household members of
individual management entities and the hired labor force in the Census of Agriculture and Forestry. Specifically, we
systematically analyze the rationale behind the item settings and design of the recent 2025 census, along with the de-
liberative processes that led to their formulation. Through these investigations, we delineate the practical and theoret-
ical challenges embedded in the current questionnaire design, providing critical insights ahead of the 2030 census.
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