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The regional and local differences in the qualitative labor shortage in
nursing care service industries
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Abstract : The labor shortage is serious in nursing care service industries. The purpose of this paper is to investigate
regional and local differences in the labor shortage in this industry by analyzing existing statistics. Furthermore, this
paper clarifies how quantitative labor shortage is related to qualitative one and examines the qualitative labor
shortage in municipalities in Fukuoka prefecture. Firstly, the percentage of certified care workers is decreasing as the
turnover of care workers is increasing, which is true of three metropolitan and neighboring areas. Secondly, the areas
where the percentage of certified care workers is higher are local areas far from metropolitan areas. This results from
the differences in the enrollment limits of certified care worker’s schools. Thirdly, there is a higher percentage of
certified care workers in Chuo-Ward in Fukuoka-City, while a lower percentage in lizuka-City. It means that there is
a difference of qualitative labor shortage in municipalities.
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