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The Effects of The Use of Imagination in New Product Idea Development
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Abstract : This study examined the effects of using Backcasting imagination (BC imagination, imagination under
backcasting) for the realization of idea creativity in new product idea development. Findings have been drawn from
the laboratory research on idea development with the participants of under-graduate business students (n=109).
Analysis of the result indicates that when BC imagination consists of the degree of goal orientation and the degree of
knowledge accumulation, each of these two factors can contribute to both idea novelty and idea meaningfulness,

which make up for idea creativity. Based on the findings, it is suggested to use BC imagination in new product idea

development aiming at realization of idea creativity.
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“In solving design problems, many designers
find that using imagination to form visual images

(pictures in the mind) of potential designs can
help them to produce innovative and effective de-
signs. Using imagery that goes beyond car jacks
that you would normally see can help in the devel-
opment of design solutions. In producing your de-
sign, please try to use this type of visual strategy.”
JE IR D ) - Many researchers suggest that
the imagination underlying all successful technolo-

gy-based innovations - the “techno-market insight”

6)

- comes from how a problem is approached tech-
nically (as influenced by one's background and
competence) and an ability to identify compelling
benefits of that technology and characterize those
in terms of a market that may not exist presently
(Chandy and Tellis 1998).
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RIEMEBEE R L ZRTH B0
Novelty (seven-point, four-item scale)
Compared to your competitors, the new product
you selected (or its associated marketing pro-
gram)
—Is really “out of the ordinary.”
—Can be considered as revolutionary.
—Provides radical differences from industry
norms.

—Shows an unconventional way of solving prob-
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lems.
Meaningfulness (seven-point, four-item scale)
Compared to your competitors, the new product
you selected (or its associated marketing pro-
gram)

—Is relevant to customers’ needs and expecta-

tions.

—Is considered suitable for customers’ desires.

—Is appropriate for customers’ needs and ex-

pectations.

—Is useful for customers.
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