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Investigation Report of the Buildings in Mani-temple
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Abstract : Since 2013, we have investigated the main hall, the main gate, the bell tower, priests’ living quarter,
Zenko-ji Buddha hall, small hall for the three religious sect’s founder, small hall for the king of hell and Deva gate in
the precinct of Mani-temple. We analyze the information of each building, especially focusing on the construction
age, and try to consider architectural history. Among eight buildings mentioned above, it is only the main hall built in
1860 and priests’ living quarter built in 1823 to leave Munafuda, which is the most important historical materials
indicating the building construction age. The construction age of other buildings is estimated, by mainly comparing
them with the style of such two standard building materials. Besides, oxygen isotope ratio dendrochronology
developed recently is introduced to analyze the member age, and its result is shown. In Mani-temple, only the Deva
gate outside the main gate was designated as the cultural property of Tottori prefecture, but other buildings have not
been the objects of the protection. However, in June 2014, the main hall, the main gate and the bell tower was
decided to submit a report to the the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology as the registered
tangible cultural properties. Now the priests’ living quarter has the most serious problem. As it is the oldest building
in the precincts inside from the main gate, but the deterioration of the roofs, the walls and the floors become
remarkable, preservation measures should be taken immediately.
[Keywords] Mani-temple, Main hall, priests’ living quarter, designated cultural property,

registered tangible cultural property, protection
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