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The Poem “The Grand Inquisitor” by F.M. Dostoevsky
and the Book by Historian W. Prescott
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Abstract : lvan Karamazov talks the plan of his poem “The Grand Inquisitor” in the works of “The Brothers
Karamazov” written by F.M. Dostoevsky. We can understand it from the many different positions, for example,
Catholic, Protestant, Russian Orthodox, and the whole Christianity. However, when we compare “The Grand In-
quisitor” with the history book by W. Prescott, which Dostoevsky highly evaluated, we find that the place and the
time of this story are uncertain. At the time of Dostoevsky Russians also had visited Spain and they had tried to tell
Russians the true Spain. On the other hand, there was written some comical novels about Russians, who don’t know
well about Spain. lvan from “The Brothers Karamazov” also doesn’t know about Spain enough, so “The Grand In-
quisitor” transcends history and geography, it gave us the possibility of many interpretations of “The Grand Inquisi-

tor”.
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