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Toward the Geopark of the Mountains

— Strategy of the Scenic Spots Triangle around Mt. Mani —

i R R Y
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Abstract : After the excavation in 2010 we continued the archeological study on the innermost sanctum ruins of
Mani-temple, and published a report at the end of fiscal 2011. In a continuation of this we worked on the
environmental maintenance of the innermost sanctum ruins during fiscal 2012. We felled some broadleaf trees
growing thickly in front of the huge rocks with the goal of unifying the flat ground of the ruins and the huge rocks.
Now the entire panorama can be seen from the flat ground in the innermost sanctum. Furthermore, we strove to
recycle the felled trees and bamboos by, for example, using trees as a raw material for shiitake cultivation, creating
treehouse-like bamboo shelves, and the production and setting of signboards for a mountain hiking trail. While the
innermost sanctum ruins were well-maintained through these activities, the coordination and cooperation with
neighboring cultural and natural heritage is insufficient. Noting that Mt. Mani is included in the San-in Coastal
Geopark, in this paper we have christened Mt. Mani the “Geopark of Mountain” and looked for a solution through
cooperation with three adjacent scenic areas. Mt. Mani is situated at the center of a scenic triangle comprised of the
Tottori Sand Dunes, Mt. Kyusho (Tottori Castle ruins), and Sakatani Shrine. We propose that three mini-trails
should be established within this triangle, with a trail station revitalizing both Mt. Mani and the row of shops in
front of the temple gate.
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