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Study trend of the mountain forest temples

—From the view of the architectural history —
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Abstract : Study of mountain forest temples, particularly from the perspective of architectural
history, has been neglected. Since the very definition of “mountain forest temple” is vague, one school
of thought advocates the elimination of such sites as Enryaku-ji and Kongobu-ji on Mt. Hiei and Mr.
Koya. In this paper, drawing on past research into mountain forest temples, we introduce important
existing Buddhist temples as well as introducing archeological remains and sites including data on
location, era, and temple grounds. Furthermore, including the results of investigation into the ruins of
the innermost sanctum of Mani-temple we interpret the correlation and interaction between these
above mentioned remains and sites. In spite of the lack of depth in this field of study, excavation data
are gradually increasing. If systematic study continues, we predicts that there are excellent
prospects for future study in this field.

[Keywords] mountain forest temples, architectural history, excavation, overhang style building

(kakezukuri), innermost sanctum ruins of Mani-temple.
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