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A Preliminary Study of the Management Plan for the San'in Kaigan

Geopark and Proposals for Improvement
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Abstract : Only 4% of the San’in Kaigan Geopark area is designated as San'in Kaigan National Park,
while the remaining 96% is considered to lie within the jurisdiction of cities, towns, or villages. Pro-
tective and maintenance policies for the geopark are insufficient. Hence, this study aims to investi-
gate the geopark’s present situation and requirements from the viewpoint of park management. (1)
As a preliminary to this research, the author provides a general description of San'in Kaigan Geopa-
rk and surveys and analyzes pioneering research papers to gain an overall understanding of the
geopark’s current situation. (2) The study reviews the literature by analyzing the project research
and reports of this university and categorizing the plans. (3) The author conducts field observations,
face-to-face interviews, surveys at Shimabara, Toya-Lake, and Itoigawa Geopark, as well as summa-
rizes the needs, problems, and issues involved in the management of the geopark. (4) By organizing
his observations and summarizing the current issues on the park management, the author provides
a clear picture of the philosophy, organization, and management and administration of geoparks.
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