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Abstract : Overhang style Buddhist halls (Kake-zukuri) joined to rock caves or rock shelters were
often constructed in the innermost sanctum on sacred mountains in several areas of the San-in dis-
trict in western Japan. We are attempting to classify the particular kinds of Buddhist hall architec-
ture associated with rock caves or shelters, while comparing the halls with examples from Mt. Roku-
go-man-zan in Oita prefecture. Oita Prefecture is another important area for these halls and
architecture, and we also examined the relationship between these Japanese halls attached to caves
or rock shelters and stone cave temples in China. As a result, we proved that what we have named
the B-2a type, Irimoya-zukuri worship hall attached to the rock cave from the front side, most re-
sembles the stone cave temples in North China. In addition, we proved that there are also B-2b type,
Kake-zukuri halls in rock caves, in Fujian Province, South China. Based on our research, it is very
probable that Buddhist halls joined with rock caves or rock shelters appeared in Japan from the lat-
ter half of the Heian period (794-1185). Examining other published research, we find it difficult to ac-
cept that these Buddhist halls have a direct genealogical relationship with the stone cave temples in
North China which were most popular from the Southern and Northern Dynasties (5th-6th c.) to
the Tang Dynasty (618-917). However, it also may be dangerous to assume that Japan in the Heian
period received no influence from the stone cave temples in North China, since they continued to be
used through the end of the Song Dynasty (960-1279). Henceforward, we will attempt to collect data
on Chinese stone cave temples and Japanese Buddhist halls in rock caves or rock shelters, focusing
on the relationship between these structures and timber buildings, and deepening the scope of the

research to consider both types and origins.
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