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Abstract : In this report the authors examine the changes in Eiken Placement Test B test scores by
first year students at Tottori University of Environmental Studies over the course of one year of In-
tensive English. The data show that of the 112 students who took both the April 2010 and January
2011 tests, the average score went up by 21.6 points. This was statistically significant (p = 0.00005),
and that the greatest gain was in the reading component of the test. Although the reading, grammar
and listening sections all showed improved average scores, there was a decrease in the average
scores in the sentence organization (syntax) section of the test. The authors believe from their ex-
amination of the test score data that the Intensive English program has improved students’ English
ability as measured by this test.
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