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Visiting Gardens in London and Other Parts of Southern England
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Abstract : I used to think of an “English garden” as being a garden that utilizes natural scenery,
which may include woodlands covering hilly areas, grasslands, or ponds. Influenced by the recent
surge of interest in English gardens, however, my view gradually changed, and I formed the impres-
sion that the characteristic feature of most English gardens is, in fact, that they are decorated with
flowers. On the other hand, in Japan, many traditional gardens have been created using the tech-
nique of replicating scenes of nature. Both English and Japanese gardens incorporate masterful
works based on a theme of “natural beauty”. In order to shed further light on these, I went on a tour
of gardens in London and other parts of southern England. The purpose of this report is to provide
deeper knowledge of the history and management of, and the land use and plant use employed in,
the gardens, parks, and botanical gardens that I visited, and to impart my impressions of them to
readers.
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