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A Boat-shaped Dwelling from the Okhotsk Culture

—Reconstruction of Pit-dwelling No. 9 in Tokoro Chasi Site—
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Abstract : There are more than 3,000 remains of pit-dwellings in the area of the nationally-designat-
ed historical landmark Tokoro-iseki, located in Tokoro-cho, Kitami. Presently, although the designa-
tion and preservation of Ainu ruins is proceeding, Okhotsk culture era ruins in the lower strata have
also been discovered. This research attempts to reconstruct an Okhotsk era dwelling from the Toko-
ro Chasi site. After researching extant materials on Okhotsk culture dwellings, and analyzing the re-
mains of dwelling number nine, the dwelling has been named a “boat-shaped dwelling” based on its
shape and resemblance to other structures of the same period. Gathering information on the vestiges
of building materials, etc. remaining from the time of the reconstruction of the roof, as well as ethno-
logical data, a preliminary design was created. Next, comparing the resulting design with other, pre-
existing designs, adjustments were made to the preliminary design.
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