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Sexual Differences in Some Activities by the Japanese Newts Cynops pyrrhpogaster
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Abstract [J In this study, I investigated the appearance and behavior in a breeding pond after the hibernation by
Japanese fire-bellied newts Cynops pyrrhogaster, and their disappearance from the pond for the hibernation, with
special attention to the sexual difference. The newts investigated in the study inhabited a small pond on a lowland
riverbed in Tottori prefecture. The results obtained in the study were as follows. (1)The disappearance from the
pond by females was completed earlier than males. Some males stayed in the pond till the middle of winter
(January). (2)Newts which appeared in open water of the pond at the first time of the year were males. All the
newts which stayed in various sites of the pond were captured in a few days later after their first appearance at the
pond, and it was clarified that a greater number of males than females stayed in the open water of the pond and
females tended to remain under the cover of the pond margin. There was no statistical difference between the
numbers of males and females captured in the pond. Males captured in the open water were larger than those that
remained under the cover of the pond margin. (3)The males tented to stay longer on the bed of the pond than
females, and the tendency of males to stay on the pond bed was more conspicuous in the breeding period than
non-breeding period.

00 Keywords[] Japanese fire-bellied newts, sexual differences, breeding pond, Tottori
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