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A Study on Supreme Court Decision on February 15, 2018
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Abstract : A question whether a parent company is responsible for tort caused by employees of its subsidiary or not
has been discussed by many scholars and lawyers analyzing various kinds of cases for a longtime.
On February 15, 2018, the Supreme Court ruled on this issue for the first time. The main effect of this decision is
that, if a parent company has a consultation system which employees of its subsidiaries follows as well as employees
of its own, the parent company has a legal obligation to respond appropriately to the employees of the subsidiary.
This ruling has been evaluated to be extremely significant ever since, because this is the first decision that
the Supreme Court ruled on a consultation system in companies. In this paper, [ analyze the significance of this
decision and I also suggest some further issues about this.
[Keywords] obligation to maintain a good working environment, legal liability of a parent company to employees
of a subsidiary, a violation of the principle of faith and trust, legal interpretation of a company’s con-

sultation system
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