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Ganlu-si and Ancient Architectures in Fujian Province, China
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Abstract : Ganlu-si, located in Taining, Fujian Province, is a temple precinct set up in a large Danxia landform
cave. It was constructed in 1146 during the Southern Soon dynasty. All the buildings in the cave are the overhang
style (kakezukuri), and are very similar to the Buddhist temple compounds found in rock caves or shelters in the
San-in district of Japan. In addition, according to temple legend, Ganlu-si was visited by Japanese in preparation
for rebuilding the Great Buddha Hall of Todai-ji temple in the early Kamakura era. In 2012 we investigated not
only Ganlu-si, but also the main hall of Hualing-si temple, famous as the oldest timber building in South China. In
this paper, using these two ancient temples as the focal point, we comprehensively examined ancient Fujian
architecture constructed before the Yuan dynasty and reconsidered the changes in structure and design. The results
confirm both that ancient architecture in Fujian shows strikingly older characteristics than architecture in other
areas of China, and that the construction of the Daibutsuyo in the early Kamakura era in Japan selectively
incorporated these characteristics.
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